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It was a grey september morning of 1967 that I made my
entry into the Department of Chemistry,Purdue University.l
had hardly recovered from the cultural shock of being in the
new world.Added to this was the anticipation of meeting
Professor Brown.l had done a little home work on him and
also heard quite a bit about him.,I had been told that profes-
sors as busy and well known as HCB had little time for their
students and that there was much to gain by registering for
Ph.D with a lesser known professor.But a declsion had been
made - thanks to the interest shown in me by Frofessor C.N.H.
Rao,then of the Indian Institute of Technology,Kanpur - and
1 found mycelf outside—brefessor-Brown's cabin on that sept-

ember morning.

He invited me in.He was sitting on hls couch,dressed only
in his sleeves,legs stretcned on an ottoman - a position that
would become familiar to me during the next four years.l
hardly remember his first words to m& now.He was soon explor-
ing my background(or the lack of it) and interests.For my
thesis work he offered a cholce of his three major areas of
interests:organoboranes,selective reductions and solvolytic
studies on carbenium ions(or carbonium lons as we used to
call them in those days)

That I chose carbenium ilons that day,sppears now 1in
retrospect,more fortuitous than wise.lMy knowledge of organic
chemlistry in those days was not sufflcient enough to choose
a tople of research at such a short notlice.But then thils
approach was charecterestle 6f Dr.Brown:subumerge you in the
vast ocean of unchartered and unfaxlliar knowledye and sooncr
or later you learn to swim and face the tides with confildence.,

The behavior of carbenium lons in solution held our
attention for the next four years.de focusced our attention
on the phenomenon of retention in the =olvolysis of secondary
F-arylalkyl systems.Cram had previously reported that acet-
olysis of L(+)-threo-3-phenyl-2-butyl tosylate gave 0.6% of
L(+)-threo-3-phenyl-2-butyl acetate.shere most of us would
have chosen to ignore this,to Professor Brown it was a vexing
problem.He used to often remark that this observation was a
weak link in an otherwise perfect theory and therfore the
starting point of an investigation.

The outcome was a thesls that dealt with the finer points
of the structure of carbenium ions in solution.But thls was
a minor gain.For what was learnt in the process was a whole
new attitude towards research.To Professor Brown,Fh.D research
was not an end in itself but only a means to a greater goal,
that of developing one's clarity of thouzht,analysis and
expression,perfecting one's experimental skills to the extent
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that nothing,however unimportant,was overlooked,and persev-
ering till the goal was reached.Contrary to wnhat I had been
told,little did he interfere irn the day to day progress of
research,He freely shared his ideas but in no way imposed
them.To a beginner in research thnis looked like neglect,

but 1t was not so.de gave us the freedom to experiment,
freely commit errors and leain from them.His instructions

on 'onlon sxins' everytime we saw him was another unfor-
gettable part of our experience with uCHB.The saying was that
with students of forelen origzin ne nad problems of communi/-
cation and his hablt of writing down wnatever that was saild
was a weans to avold confusion.This may have been partly
true,but 1 saw in this act a ireater purpose.dy puttling every
thought on praper,l think he was illustrating the methodolowy
of problem nnalysis and solution,To this day I nave found
this approach a distinct asset in any area of research and
wnich 1. freely use with my own couworkers,

Was HCE a wran ¢asy to get along with? The answer nns to
be a jguallfied yes.de was most husinesslike,talked little
except chewistry within the four’ walls of the laboratory.
Hieg reputation did create a halo around hiwm.:dowever,those of
us who had a chance toc observe him in more informal sorr-
oundinzs camne away convinced that he was not at all that
reticent.

Almost a year prior to my completing my degree HC3 nad
had discussed wy career with me.l wanted a post-doctoral
traininr in another area of chemistry.dCB was quick to sense
my needs and supmgested that 1 write to Professor J.P.Kennedy,
2t the Institute of Polymer Sclence,Akron.Dr.Brown was once
avain playling his old gamb:he was ready to plunze me into the
new and unfamiliar fleld of Polyumer Science.

Carbenlwn lons provided the only familiar link and for
Lhe next two years it neld iy attention but with an altered
enphasis.We were discovering how to malke 1t work and produce

polymers of coamercial use,.lt was a most satisfylnsg endeavor
which my years with Professor Brown nad fully prepared me for.
bven today 1 warvel at that natural instinct of Lr.3drown tnat
nade hilis suggest trniat 1 undertake post-doctoral work in the
area of synthetic polymers.ie decided for me a course of ca-
reer whose implications even I had not fully realized at that
time .,But as it turned out years later,it was the best decision
of my life. ‘

Today as a research scientist in tne nyl) Center of a la-
ree petrochemical couplex in lndiA,wmy work encompasses diverse
areas of synthetlc polymers.Bub carbenium lon contlnue to
hold o swall bhut s«iomificant portion of my ~ttention.ln a
syuboliec wiy, tnis continulng wicociation with carbeniuw long
cpltontzes all Lnal 1 have come Lo learn and cnerlsn from
my aesoclatlon with HCB.
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